
INTRODUCTION 

TO BOOK CLUBS
MR. WANGELIN



WHY BOOK CLUBS?
• BOOK CLUBS ARE A SHIFT FROM TEACHING A NOVEL TO TEACHING READING

• BOOK CLUBS ARE STUDENT LEAD WITH COLLABORATIVE LEARNING

• TEACHER IS THE FACILITATOR

• GRADES

• PARTICIPATION

• PARTNER TO PARTNER (SHOULDER PARTNER)

• BOOK CLUB (NO MORE THAN 4)

• WHOLE GROUP

• NOTEBOOK

• NOTES AND ACTIVE READING

• ASSESSMENTS

• QUIZZES AND TESTS



WHY BOOK CLUBS?

• GROUPS ARE CRITICAL TO THE BOOK CLUB—
YOU MUST WORK TOGETHER!

• IN CLASSROOM:

• NOTEBOOKS—WILL STAY IN

CLASSROOM

• DATED EVERY DAY

• STICKY NOTES– YOU MUST BE ACTIVELY

READING

• COLOR 1: UNKNOWN/IMPORTANT

VOCAB

• COLOR 2: PLOT/MAJOR EVENTS

• COLOR 3: CHARACTERS

• COLOR 4: FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

• AT HOME:

• BOOKS MAY GO HOME, 
NOTEBOOKS MAY NOT

• YOU MAY BE REQUIRED TO

READ AT HOME TO MEET

DEADLINES AND/OR BENCH

MARKS.

• SEE CALENDAR

• GROUPS NEED TO STAY ON

SAME PAGE

• (GET IT? DAD JOKE)



A TYPICAL WEEK IN MR. WANG’S BOOK 

CLUB
• MONDAY

• VOCAB & GRAMMAR

• SAME AS EVERY WEEK

• FINAL 20-30 MINS CAN BE USED FOR SILENT

READING

• TUESDAY AND THURSDAY

• BOOK CLUB

• 5 MIN INTRO

• 15-20 MINUTE SILENT READING

• 15-20 MINUTE GROUP CONFERENCE

• 15-20 MINUTE SILENT READING

• 5 MINUTE WRAP-UP

• WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY

• TRANSFER DAYS

• BACKGROUND

• SUPPLEMENTAL READING

• FRIDAYS ASSESSMENT

• QUIZ

• NOTEBOOK CHECK



NOTE TAKING STRATEGIES: OUTLINE 

METHOD
• IT LETS YOU ORGANIZE YOUR NOTES

IN A STRUCTURED FORM

• THIS METHOD REQUIRES YOU TO

STRUCTURE YOUR NOTES IN FORM OF

AN OUTLINE BY USING BULLET POINTS

TO REPRESENT DIFFERENT TOPICS

AND THEIR SUBTOPICS.

• START WRITING MAIN TOPICS ON THE

FAR LEFT OF THE PAGE AND ADD

RELATED SUBTOPIC IN BULLET POINTS

BELOW USING INDENTS.

• PROS

• HIGHLIGHTS THE KEY POINTS OF THE

LECTURE IN A LOGICAL WAY

• EASE OF USE ALLOWS THE STUDENTS TO

FOCUS

• REDUCES THE REVIEWING AND EDITING TIME

• GIVES A PROPER AND CLEAN STRUCTURE

TO YOUR NOTES

• CONS

• NOT SUITABLE FOR SUBJECTS LIKE

CHEMISTRY AND MATH THAT COMPRISE OF

FORMULAS AND CHARTS

• DOESN’T WORK WELL IF THE ATTENDED

LECTURE DOESN’T FOLLOW A CERTAIN

STRUCTURE



OUTLINE METHOD CONTINUED



NOTE TAKING STRATEGIES: CORNELL 

METHOD

• THE PAGE IS DIVIDED INTO THREE OR FOUR SECTIONS

STARTING FROM ONE ROW AT THE TOP FOR TITLE AND DATE

• ONE AT THE BOTTOM ALONG WITH TWO COLUMNS IN THE

CENTER.

• 30% OF WIDTH SHOULD BE KEPT IN THE LEFT COLUMN

WHILE THE REMAINING 70% FOR THE RIGHT COLUMN.

• ALL NOTES FROM THE CLASS GO INTO THE MAIN NOTE-
TAKING COLUMN. THE SMALLER COLUMN ON THE LEFT SIDE

IS FOR COMMENTS, QUESTIONS OR HINTS ABOUT THE

ACTUAL NOTES. 

• AFTER THE LECTURE, YOU SHOULD TAKE A MOMENT TO

SUMMARIZE THE MAIN IDEAS OF THE PAGE IN THE SECTION

AT THE BOTTOM WHICH WILL SPEED UP YOUR REVIEWING

AND STUDYING PROCESS IMMENSELY. 

• THE BEST PART IS THAT MANY PEOPLE ALREADY REMEMBER

AND DIGEST THE INFORMATION WHILE THEY WRITE A

SUMMARY LIKE THIS.

• PROS

• A QUICKER WAY TO TAKE, REVIEW, AND ORGANIZE

YOUR NOTES

• SUMMARIZES ALL THE INFORMATION IN A SYSTEMATIC

MANNER

• HELPS IN AN EFFECTIVE LEARNING AS IT ENABLES TO

ABSORB INFORMATION IN A SHORTER TIME

• HELPS YOU TO EXTRACT MAIN IDEAS

• CUTS DOWN TIME FOR REVIEWING

• CONS

• PAGES NEED TO BE PREPARED BEFORE A LECTURE

• REQUIRES SOME TIME FOR REVIEWING AND

SUMMARISING THE KEY CONCEPTS



CORNELL METHOD SAMPLE



NOTE TAKING STRATEGIES: BOXING/POST-IT 

METHOD

• ALL NOTES THAT ARE RELATED TO EACH OTHER

ARE GROUPED TOGETHER IN A BOX. 

• A DEDICATED BOX IS ASSIGNED FOR EACH

SECTION OF NOTES WHICH CUTS DOWN THE TIME

NEEDED FOR READING AND REVIEWING. 

• THAT WAY, YOU CAN JUST WRITE DOWN NOTES

LIKE YOU WOULD NORMALLY DO AND THEN

REORDER THEM AFTERWARD TO ASSIGN THEM TO

PARTICULAR BOXES. 

• ALLOWS YOU TO MOVE NOTES AS NEEDED FOR

DIFFERENT TOPICS.

• PROS

• SEGREGATES AND ORGANIZES YOUR NOTES IN

FORM OF BOXES

• LET’S YOU FOCUS ON ONE BOX AT A TIME WHILE

READING

• HELP YOU MEMORIZE THE RELATION BETWEEN

NOTES IN A VISUAL WAY

• CONS

• NOT SUITABLE FOR EVERY LECTURE TYPE

• DOESN’T WORK WELL IF NO OVERALL TOPICS

CAN BE ASSIGNED TO A GROUP OF NOTES

• REQUIRES ADDITIONAL TIME TO GROUP THE

NOTES IN THE END OR DURING THE LECTURE



BOXING POST-IT SAMPLE



NOTE TAKING STRATEGY: CHARTING/FOUR 

COLUMN NOTES

• IT IS AN IDEAL METHOD FOR NOTES THAT
INVOLVE A LOT OF INFORMATION IN
FORM OF FACTS AND STATISTICS.

• THE INFORMATION WILL BE ORGANIZED
IN SEVERAL COLUMNS, SIMILAR TO A
TABLE OR SPREADSHEET.

• EACH COLUMN REPRESENTS A UNIQUE
CATEGORY WHICH MAKES THE ROWS
EASILY COMPARABLE.

• PROS

• INFORMATION IS CLEARLY STRUCTURED

• FANTASTIC FOR REVIEWING

• NOTES ARE EASILY COMPARABLE

• A LOT OF INFORMATION CAN BE

MEMORIZED RATHER QUICKLY

• CONS

• VERY TIME-CONSUMING METHOD

• BARELY MAKES SENSE TO APPLY THIS

METHOD IN A LECTURE/CLASS WHERE THE

CONTENT ISN’T CLEAR BEFOREHAND

• DOESN’T WORK FOR INFORMATION THAT

CAN’T EASILY BE CATEGORIZED



SAMPLE CHART/FOUR COLUMN NOTES



NOTE TAKING STRATEGY: MAPPING

• IT HELPS ORGANIZE YOUR NOTES BY

DIVIDING THEM INTO BRANCHES, ENABLING

YOU TO ESTABLISH RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN

THE TOPICS. 

• START WITH WRITING THE MAIN TOPIC AT THE

TOP OF THE MAP. 

• KEEP DIVIDING IT INTO SUBTOPICS ON THE

LEFT AND RIGHT AS YOU GO DOWN.

• PROS

• VISUALLY APPEALING

• CAN BE USED FOR NOTING DOWN

DETAILED INFORMATION BUT IN A CONCISE

FORM

• ALLOWS EASY EDITING OF THE NOTES

• CONS

• WHILE MAPPING YOUR NOTES, YOU MIGHT

RUN OUT OF SPACE ON A SINGLE PAGE

• CAN BE CONFUSING IF THE INFORMATION IS

WRONGLY PLACED WHILE TAKING NOTES



MAPPING SAMPLE



My sticky notes



My sticky notes



My sticky notes



MY PAGE THEORY: HOW DOES MILLER CREATE A SENSE OF 

HYSTERIA THROUGH CHARACTERIZATION FROM PAGES 2-

20?



STUDENT PAGES
IMAGES RANDOMLY TAKEN THROUGH A GALLERY WALK



TRACKING CHALLENGING 

VOCABULARY, WORDS 

THAT SEEM IMPORTANT, 

NOTES, AND A TIMELINE OF 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT



TRACKING WORDS THE 

STUDENT KNOWS AND 

DOESN’T KNOW AND 

MAKING THEORIES ABOUT 

SALEM BASED OFF THE 

WORDS LISTED



TRACKING NEW WORDS 

THAT SEEM IMPORTANT, 

MAKING THEORIES ABOUT 

CHARACTERS, AND HOW 

THE PROCESS HELPED.



TRACKING CHALLENGING 

VOCABULARY, WORDS 

THAT SEEM IMPORTANT, 

NOTES, A PLOT TIMELINE, 

AND MAKING THEORIES 

THROUGH QUESTIONING



MAKING THEORIES, 

TRACKING WORDS THE 

STUDENT KNOWS, KIND OF 

KNOWS, AND DOESN’T 

KNOW THROUGH COLOR 

CODING, A SUMMARY, AND 

A COLOR CODING SYSTEM 

FOR IMPORTANT QUOTES



TRACKING CHARACTERS 

AND MAKING THEORIES 

ABOUT HOW THEY ARE 

CONNECTED



TRACKING CONFLICTS AND 

MOTIVATIONS ABOUT 

PEOPLE AND HOW RUMORS 

DEVELOP



TRACKING IMPORTANT 

EVENTS, PEOPLE, AND 

VOCABULARY THAT SEEMS 

IMPORTANT



TRACKING CHARACTERS 

AND MAKING THEORIES 

ABOUT WHO THE STUDENT 

BELIEVES TO BE SAFE AND 

UNSAFE



CHARTING VOCABULARY, 

CHARACTERS, AND THE 

EVENTS CONNECTED TO 

THEM



TRACKING CHARACTERS, 

THEIR TRAITS, AND WHAT 

MAKES THEM VULNERABLE 

TO WITCHCRAFT



TRACKING CHARACTERS 

AND MAKING THEORIES 

ABOUT HOW THEY ARE 

CONNECTED



BOXES AND BULLETS 

DIAGRAM OF WORDS THAT 

SEEM IMPORTANT AND 

TRACKING EVENTS FROM THE 

TEXT



MAKING THEORIES 

ABOUT THE PEOPLE OF 

SALEM, THEOCRACY, 

AND PAROCHIAL 

SNOBBERY



ILLUSTRATING TO TRACK A 

CHARACTER’S INTERNAL 

AND EXTERNAL CONFLICTS



TRACKING THE STORY 

AND CHARACTERS 

THROUGH 

QUESTIONING AND 

MAKING THEORIES 

ABOUT THE TEXT



A DIFFERENT WAY OF 

CATEGORIZING 

VOCABULARY: 

VIOLENT, 

NON-VIOLENT, 

OR BOTH



BOOK CHOICE #1: THE BOOK THIEF

BY MARKUS ZUSAK

IT IS 1939. NAZI GERMANY. THE COUNTRY IS HOLDING ITS BREATH. 
DEATH HAS NEVER BEEN BUSIER, AND WILL BE BUSIER STILL.

BY HER BROTHER'S GRAVESIDE, LIESEL'S LIFE IS CHANGED WHEN SHE PICKS

UP A SINGLE OBJECT, PARTIALLY HIDDEN IN THE SNOW. IT IS THE

GRAVEDIGGER'S HANDBOOK, LEFT BEHIND THERE BY ACCIDENT, AND IT IS

HER FIRST ACT OF BOOK THIEVERY. SO BEGINS A LOVE AFFAIR WITH

BOOKS AND WORDS, AS LIESEL, WITH THE HELP OF HER ACCORDIAN-
PLAYING FOSTER FATHER, LEARNS TO READ. SOON SHE IS STEALING

BOOKS FROM NAZI BOOK-BURNINGS, THE MAYOR'S WIFE'S LIBRARY, 
WHEREVER THERE ARE BOOKS TO BE FOUND.

BUT THESE ARE DANGEROUS TIMES. WHEN LIESEL'S FOSTER FAMILY HIDES A

JEW IN THEIR BASEMENT, LIESEL'S WORLD IS BOTH OPENED UP, AND

CLOSED DOWN.

IN SUPERBLY CRAFTED WRITING THAT BURNS WITH INTENSITY, AWARD-
WINNING AUTHOR MARKUS ZUSAK HAS GIVEN US ONE OF THE MOST

ENDURING STORIES OF OUR TIME. (GOODREADS)



BOOK CHOICE #2: BOY IN 

STRIPPED PAJAMAS BY JOHN 

BOYNE
BERLIN 1942

WHEN BRUNO RETURNS HOME FROM SCHOOL ONE DAY, HE DISCOVERS

THAT HIS BELONGINGS ARE BEING PACKED IN CRATES. HIS FATHER HAS

RECEIVED A PROMOTION AND THE FAMILY MUST MOVE FROM THEIR

HOME TO A NEW HOUSE FAR FAR AWAY, WHERE THERE IS NO ONE TO

PLAY WITH AND NOTHING TO DO. A TALL FENCE RUNNING ALONGSIDE

STRETCHES AS FAR AS THE EYE CAN SEE AND CUTS HIM OFF FROM THE

STRANGE PEOPLE HE CAN SEE IN THE DISTANCE.

BUT BRUNO LONGS TO BE AN EXPLORER AND DECIDES THAT THERE MUST

BE MORE TO THIS DESOLATE NEW PLACE THAN MEETS THE EYE. WHILE

EXPLORING HIS NEW ENVIRONMENT, HE MEETS ANOTHER BOY WHOSE

LIFE AND CIRCUMSTANCES ARE VERY DIFFERENT TO HIS OWN, AND THEIR

MEETING RESULTS IN A FRIENDSHIP THAT HAS DEVASTATING

CONSEQUENCES (GOODREADS).



BOOK CHOICE #3: THE CAGE BY 

RUTH MINSKY SENDER

AS LONG AS THERE IS LIFE, THERE IS HOPE

AFTER MAMA IS TAKEN AWAY BY THE NAZIS, RIVA AND HER

YOUNGER BROTHERS CLING TO THEIR MOTHER'S BRAVE WORDS TO

HELP THEM ENDURE LIFE IN THE LODZ GHETTO. THEN THE FAMILY IS

ROUNDED UP, DEPORTED TO AUSCHWITZ, AND SEPARATED. NOW

RIVA IS ALONE.

AT AUSCHWITZ, AND LATER IN THE WORK CAMPS AT MITTLESTEINE

AND GRAFENORT, RIVA VOWS TO LIVE, AND TO HOPE - FOR MAMA, 
FOR HER BROTHERS, FOR THE MILLIONS OF OTHER VICTIMS OF THE

NIGHTMARE OF THE HOLOCAUST. AND THROUGH DETERMINATION

AND COURAGE, AND UNEXPECTED SMALL ACTS OF KINDNESS, SHE

DOES LIVE - TO WRITE THE UNFORGETTABLE MEMOIR THAT IS A

TESTAMENT TO THE STRENGTH OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT (GOODREADS).



NIGHT BY ELIE WIESEL 

BORN IN THE TOWN OF SIGHET, TRANSYLVANIA, ELIE

WIESEL WAS A TEENAGER WHEN HE AND HIS FAMILY

WERE TAKEN FROM THEIR HOME IN 1944 TO

AUSCHWITZ CONCENTRATION CAMP, AND THEN TO

BUCHENWALD. NIGHT IS THE TERRIFYING RECORD OF

ELIE WIESEL'S MEMORIES OF THE DEATH OF HIS

FAMILY, THE DEATH OF HIS OWN INNOCENCE, AND

HIS DESPAIR AS A DEEPLY OBSERVANT JEW

CONFRONTING THE ABSOLUTE EVIL OF MAN. THIS

NEW TRANSLATION BY HIS WIFE AND MOST FREQUENT

TRANSLATOR, MARION WIESEL, CORRECTS

IMPORTANT DETAILS AND PRESENTS THE MOST

ACCURATE RENDERING IN ENGLISH OF ELIE WIESEL'S

TESTIMONY TO WHAT HAPPENED IN THE CAMPS AND

OF HIS UNFORGETTABLE MESSAGE THAT THIS HORROR

MUST NEVER BE ALLOWED TO HAPPEN AGAIN.


